WHY DO WE NEED A

CRAMEWG

It is important for diverse groups of people to understand
the values and benefits of forests. By gaining forest
literacy, people acquire the tools and knowledge they
need to keep our forests sustainable over the long term,
while continuing to benefit from them.

This Forest Literacy Framework provides a conceptual
outline for those who educate young people (in formal or
nonformal settings), create education policy or curricula,
or advocate for forests. While this document does not
outline specific lessons for teaching about forests, it does
suggest sample activities and resources for exploring
concepts with various audiences.

Critical thinking, complex systems relationships, and
cross-curricular connections surround the tasks of
teaching and learning about forests and trees. Forest
literacy is a truly interdisciplinary endeavor, with
connections to science, social studies, mathematics,
health, business, and many other subjects.

REST LITERA
RK?

This Forest Literacy Framework seeks to:

'y

Translate the complex language of forests,
trees, forest practices, and sustainable forest
management into concepts that are appropriate
for K-12 learners.

Focus, simplify, and prioritize the way that
important forest concepts are conveyed.

Create informed, engaged, and participatory
constituents in the ever-evolving forest story.

FORESTS help provide solutions to
many of the world’s most important
sustainability challenges. From
climate change to water quality and
biodiversity, well-managed forests
provide viable solutions to achieve
measurable environmental, economic,
and societal outcomes. This Forest
Literacy Framework charts a pathway
to understand the importance of
forests as a sustainability solution.
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