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STUDENT PAGE 
HOW TO USE i-TREE SPECIES
i-Tree Species is a free online tool that can be used to select the most appropriate tree species to plant in order to 
receive specific environmental benefits. Users select and rank the importance (0–10) of each environmental service 
desired from trees. The program then calculates the best tree species to plant, based on geographic area and 
weighting of environmental benefits.

1. On a computer, navigate 
to https://species.itreetools.
org/, click “Get Started,” enter 
your location information, and 
then click “Next.” The “Height 
Constraints” page is optional. It 
can be used to indicate minimum 
and maximum heights of a mature 
tree. If appropriate, enter that 
data, otherwise, navigate to the 
next screen.

 

2. Slide the blue circles to 
indicate the importance of 
each environmental benefit. 
Under “Pollutant Removal,” select 
“Specific” if you want to rank five 
different air pollutants 
by importance. Once done, 
click “Next.”

 

https://species.itreetools.org/
https://species.itreetools.org/
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STUDENT PAGE
HOW TO USE i-TREE SPECIES (CONTINUED) 
 
3. The program will generate a report of the tree species that are the best match for the criteria provided.

 




