
Current Landfill Design 

CAP 

DAILY SOIL COVER 

LINER SYSTEM 

��•--SAlllliiP.!'!!""�J�•-PUSTICu.11 

: . i 
� 
� 
---t/l�- - :: 
- - � ��

The liner system retains any precipitation that enters the landfill. This liquid, known 
as "leachate," is then collected and treated before being released . 

Waste is collected into areas called "cells." Those cells are covered daily with soil or 
synthetic foam to minimize odor, to minimize exposure to wind and rain, and to pre
vent pests. 

Methane that is trapped from the landfill can be used as fuel for generating electricity. 

The top-most layer of the landfill is the "cap." This final layer is covered with topsoil 
and natural grasses. 

Activity 6: Landfills 
www.plt.org

94 PROJECT LEARNING TREE Exploring Environmental Issues: Municipal Solid Waste 
© Sustainable Forestry Initiative Inc.


