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Forestry technicians gather data, monitor resource use, and inform
decision-making. Their tasks vary depending on their employer’s needs. On

any given day, they might work on a conservation project, supervise a tree o

nursery, or help to coordinate fire suppression efforts. They work as part of a

forest management team, often under the direction of a forester.

The Big Picture

Forestry technicians assist professional foresters in
managing forest resources. They help to ensure the
sustainability of forests for future generations by:

Monitoring for harmful insects or tree diseases.

Coordinating reforestation efforts after trees are
harvested or destroyed by fire.

Calculating sustainable yields of forest trees.

IS THIS CAREER RIGHT
FOR YOU?

DO YOU LIKE BEING AND
WORKING WITH YOUR ARE
YOU EXCITED BY A JOB THAT IS
DIFFERENT EVERY DAY?

If so, this might be the perfect career for you!

Forestry technicians need to know basic

forest management techniques and to have
experience with specific forestry tools, such

as prisms, clinometers, and calipers, or
geographic information system (GIS) and
database programs. To succeed in this job,
you'll need analytical, communication, critical-
thinking, interpersonal, collaboration and
planning skills, because you’ll often be working
ina team.

|.:\Q: Salary

U.S. salaries range from about $52,000 to $64,000 per

year and average about $59,000. ‘-' k
Where Can You GROW?

A career as a forestry technician can include working for
yourself, for forest companies, or even for consultants.
Some possible employers include:

e Federal, state, or local government agencies

Forest industry companies ,
l‘ Educational institutions E‘F}
A
Consulting firms Lo
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Here's a path of study that could lead to a career as i
a forestry technician. You'll likely need vocational P

experience or a two-year associate degree. e

HIGH SCHOOL: Focus on science and math courses.
Gain on-the-job experience through summer
employment at the parks department, or through a
work-study program or internship.

COLLEGE: Many junior and community colleges
offer two-year programs leading to an associate
degree in forest technology with courses in land
surveying, timber cruising, forest protection, wildlife
management, and logging.

........t.b......'

For more about green jobs, visit www.plt.org/workingforforests




